1796. LAWS o MARYLAND.

C')‘?\,-ﬁ P.  VII. and be it enatted, That every pfeﬁdcnf, direCtor and treafurer, before
Anooihwbe he adts as fuch, ihall take an oath, or affirmation, for the due execution of his

taken. office. -

: Auendance — VIII. Qnb be it cnatted, That. after the faid firft meeting of the fubfcribers at

holding ity Eafton as aforefaid, the attendance of proprietors in perfon, or by proxy, having

‘g‘““&"““‘* fifty thares at the leaft, fhall be neceflary to conftitute a general meeting of the

7 & proprietors on the Wednefday after the fecond Tuefday of September in every
year, at fuch convenient town as thall be from time to time appointed by the faid
general meeting; but if ‘a fufficient number fhould not attend on that day,-’ the
proprietors who do attend may adjourn the faid meeting from day to day till a
genéral theeting of proprictors thall be had, which.may be continued from day
to day until the bufinefs‘of -the company is finifhed, to which meeting the prefi-
dent and dire@ors fhall make report, and render diftin¢t and juft accounts of all-
their proceedings, and on finding them juftly and-fairly ftated, the proprietors
then prefent, ora majority of -them, fhall give a certificate thereof, a duplicate
of which fhall be entered on the faid company’s books; and at fuch yearly
general meetings, after leaving in the hands of the treafurer fuch fum ‘as the
proprictors, or a majority of them, fhall judge neceffary for repairs and con-
tingent charges, anequal dividend of all the net profits arifing from the tolls
hereby granted (hall~be ordered and made to and among all the proprietors of
the faid company, in proportion to their feveral thares, and upon any .emergency
in the interval between the faid yearly meetings, the {aid prefident, or a majority
of the faid direGors, may appoint a general mecting of the proprietors of the
faid company, at any convenient town, giving at leaft one month’s previous no-
tice in ome of the Baltimore and Eafton papers, which meeting may be adjourned
and continued as aforefaid. - : L ‘

IX. dnbd, whereas it is neceflary for the making the faid canal, locks and

other works, that a provifion fhould be made for condemning a quantity of land

Prefident, &c. for the purpofe, 2Be it enated, That it fhall and may be lawful for the faid

i SS prefident and ‘direCtots, or a majority of them, to agree with the owners of any-._ _
owners, &, land through which the faid canal is intended to pafs, for the purchafe thereof,

and in cafe of difagreement, or in cafe the owner thereof fhall be a feme-coversr,

under 4ge, mon compos, or out of the flate, on application to any two juftices of

the peace for the county in which fuch land fhall lie, the faid juftices fhall iffue

their warrant, under their hands, to the theriff of their county, to fummon a

jury of twenty-four inhabitants of his county, of property and reputatiori, not

relatéd to the parties, nor in any manner intercfted, to meet on the land to- be

vilued at a'day to be exprefled in the warrant, not lefs than ten nor more than

twenty. ‘days ‘thereafter; and the {heriff, upon receiving the faid warrant, {hall

forthwith fummon the fid-jury, and when met, fhall adminifter an oath, or

affirmation, to ‘every juryman that {hall appear, that he will faithfully, juftly

and impartially, value the land, (not exceeding in any cafe the width of two

hundred feet,) and all damages the owner thereof fhall fuftain by cutting the

canal through fuch land, accordingto the beft of his {kill and judgment, and’

that in fiich valuation he will not {pare-any perfon for favour or affe@ion, nor

any perfon grieve for hatred, malice orill will; and the inquifition thereupon

taken fhall be figned by the fheriff, and fome twelve or more of the jury, and

returned by the theriff to the clerk of his county, to be by him recorded ; and

upon evéry fuch valaation the jury is hereby directed to defcribe and afcertain the

.+ bounds of the land by them valued, and their valaation fhall be conclufive on

~ all perfons, and fhall be paid by fuch prefident and direftors to the owner. of

the land, or his legal reprefentatives, and on payment thereof, the faid company

(hall be fcized in fee of fuch land, as if conveyed by the owner to them, -and

stheir, fucceffors, by legal conveyance; provided neverthele(s, that if any further

damage fhall arife to any proprietor of land in confequence of opening fuch

canal, or in ere&ing fuch works, than had been before confidered and vaIUCd,

it thall and may be lawful for fuch proprietor, as often as any fuch new damage

thall happen, by application to, and. warrant_from, any two juftices of the

county where the lands lie, to have fuch further damage valued by a juryl-'li\f‘l
ike
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